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to County Hall. A Colonel Levita was appointed chairman, and
it was generally understood his task was to slow down housing
expenditure. He can be said' to have come to curse and remained
to bless. He was a soldier and had very much the military manner.
But like everyone who has been brought up against the reality of
the housing shortage, he soon became a convert and brought
considerable drive into the work.

I have mentioned that at Becontree our committee made many
experiments in the use of substitute materials, which reminds me
of an amusing incident when we went to inspect an Atholl house
that had been put up in a works in the East End. The committee
was shown round the building by a smart, live man, who explained
every detail of construction. When members made suggestions for
alterations and improvements, he would take his foot rule, make
measurements and calculations, and then quickly work out the
exact cost the change would involve. We were impressed by his
capacity and knowledge of his job. One of our party, a Socialist
woman who had no use for privilege, turned to the clerk of the
committee after the inspection was over and said, "This house
should be named after the man who has just shown us round, and
not after the Duke of Atholl." "But," replied the clerk, "that is the
duke himself," Collapse of our Socialist colleague, who was
reduced to silence and had nothing more to say. The duke had
had engineering training and obviously knew his job. On the whole,
if everything is taken into consideration, durability, resistance to
weather changes, and general appearance, the brick house has
proved over generations the most suitable for our climate. But
when neither the materials nor labour are available, substitute
materials can provide decent homes provided great care is taken
in their selection and the way they are used.

At one time, at the height of the shortage, the committee bought
Courtrai tiles and French bricks that can be seen in the houses at
Roehampton. They proved quite satisfactory and did help us to
get the houses built, but when the main Council heard of it, in the
light of their Protectionist theories, importations were stopped,
though by that time the position had eased.

I have always attached more importance to putting up new
houses than pulling down old ones. Once there are enough houses
to go round and there is a surplus number of rooms, it is reasonable
to assume, under the law of supply and demand, both slums and
overcrowding will tend to disappear. 'But the problem is not quite
so simple as it sounds. There are people who must live near their
work, and there will always be an inclination for certain classes of
workers to congregate near the centre of the town, Dockers don't
want to be far from the river front, carmen find it convenient to be